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§404.617

benefits due the deceased person as ex-
plained in §404.633 (b)(1)(ii) and
(b)(2)(d1).

[44 FR 37209, June 26, 1979, as amended at 59
FR 44923, Aug. 31, 1994; 61 FR 41330, Aug. 8,
1996]

§404.617 Pilot program for photo-
graphic identification of disability
benefit applicants in designated ge-
ographic areas.

(a) To be eligible for Social Security
disability insurance benefits in the des-
ignated pilot geographic areas during
the time period of the pilot, you or a
person acting on your behalf must give
SSA permission to take your photo-
graph and make this photograph a part
of the claims folder. You must give us
this permission when you apply for
benefits and/or when we ask for it at a
later time. Failure to cooperate will
result in denial of benefits. We will per-
mit an exception to the photograph re-
quirement when an individual has a
sincere religious objection. This pilot
will be in effect for a six-month period
after these final rules become effective.

(b) Designated pilot geographic areas
means:

(1) All SSA field offices in the State
of South Carolina.

(2) The Augusta, Georgia SSA field
office.

(3) All SSA field offices in the State
of Kansas.

(4) Selected SSA field offices located
in New York City.

[68 FR 23194, May 1, 2003]

EFFECTIVE FILING PERIOD OF
APPLICATION

§404.620 Filing before the first month
you meet the requirements for ben-
efits.

(a) General rule. If you file an applica-
tion for benefits (except special age T2
payments) before the first month you
meet all the other requirements for en-
titlement, the application will remain
in effect until we make a final deter-
mination on your application unless
there is an administrative law judge
hearing decision on your application. If
there is an administrative law judge
hearing decision, your application will
remain in effect until the administra-
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tive law judge hearing decision is
issued.

(1) If you meet all the requirements
for entitlement while your application
is in effect, we may pay you benefits
from the first month that you meet all
the requirements.

(2) If you first meet all the require-
ments for entitlement after the period
for which your application was in ef-
fect, you must file a new application
for benefits. In this case, we may pay
you benefits only from the first month
that you meet all the requirements
based on the new application.

(b) Filing for special age 72 payments.
The requirements for entitlement to
special age 72 payments must be met
no later than 3 months after the month
an application is filed.

[44 FR 37209, June 26, 1979, as amended at 52
FR 4003, Feb. 9, 1987]

§404.621 What happens if I file after
the first month I meet the require-
ments for benefits?

(a) Filing for disability benefits and for
old-age, survivors’, or dependents’ bene-
fits. (1) If you file an application for
disability benefits, widow’s or wid-
ower’s benefits based on disability, or
wife’s, husband’s, or child’s benefits
based on the earnings record of a per-
son entitled to disability benefits, after
the first month you could have been
entitled to them, you may receive ben-
efits for up to 12 months immediately
before the month in which your appli-
cation is filed. Your benefits may begin
with the first month in this 12-month
period in which you meet all the re-
quirements for entitlement. Your enti-
tlement, however, to wife’s or hus-
band’s benefits under this rule is lim-
ited by paragraph (a)(3) of this section.

(2) If you file an application for old-
age benefits, widow’s or widower’s ben-
efits not based on disability, wife’s,
husband’s, or child’s benefits based on
the earnings record of a person not en-
titled to disability benefits, or moth-
er’s, father’s, or parent’s benefits, after
the first month you could have been
entitled to them, you may receive ben-
efits for up to 6 months immediately
before the month in which your appli-
cation is filed. Your benefits may begin
with the first month in this 6-month
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